The Lantern
DLWCA – YOUR COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION - A Message from the President
The Dunn Loring Civic Association (DLWCA) is 41 years old this year.  You may remember the big 40th anniversary celebration at Stenwood School last year that marked a milestone for the association.  The DLWCA was chartered and, over the years, has been dedicated to serving the Dunn Loring Woods (DLW) community and its residents.  In order to adequately and effectively carry out this mission, the DLWCA has promoted open communication with residents through its newsletter, The Lantern, a website, DLWCA organization membership meetings and one-on-one contact.  DLWCA representatives have represented DLW before various Fairfax County authorities and community association groups on issues that could affect the community.  Further, the DLWCA has acted on residents’ concerns within the community and helped and supported residents in resolving problem situations.  The DLWCA is also responsible for maintaining the traffic islands on each end of Cottage St. and on Bowling Green Dr. and strives toward helping to maintain DLW as a safe and attractive community that residents can be proud of.  
There have been and continue to be a cadre of sincere and dedicated volunteers serving the DLWCA as officers, directors, committee and program heads, and in other capacities.  However, these people, as dedicated and hard working as they are, cannot do the job effectively alone.  They need your help.  They want to know what you want from the DLWCA and, from time to time, they need volunteer help on special activities or projects that are for the betterment of our community.  In planning for the coming year, which begins in September, there are four membership meetings proposed.  As usual there will be some required business to take care of at these meetings, but the remainder of each meeting is to be designed for you.  However, the DLWCA needs to know what you expect at membership meetings.   Are four meetings too many?  too few?  What do you want at these meetings?  
Aside from membership meetings, what do you think the DLWCA is not doing that, in your opinion, it should be doing?  What is it doing that, in your opinion, it should not be doing?   
In this context, please bear in mind that there are certain legal limits on authority and action on associations such as DLWCA, but that should not significantly curtail your thoughts in this regard.

                             July/August 2006
Of the 550 homes in DLW, over 80% are members of the DLWCA.  This penetration rate is considerably above the average for community associations in the County that do not require membership and indicates a definite interest by residents in their community.   We are proud of this fact.   The DLWCA is your community association and wants to act for the benefit of you as DLW residents.  Read The Lantern, look at the website, come to membership meetings, and talk with DLWCA officers, directors and committee and program leaders.   Their phone numbers are in the directory and in each issue of The Lantern.  Let the DLWCA hear your voice, answer your questions, and know your opinions, thoughts, and ideas and, yes, even complaints.  The DLWCA is here for you!   
2006 Community Yard Sale -  Huge Success!
by Tricia McCarthy

On June 10 we had the DLW community yard sale.  Over 30 families officially participated in the event and many more families jumped on board at the last minute.    I'm told it was one of the most participated yard sale in DLW's history.  If you didn't participate this year, don't worry, we'll be doing it again next year around the same time in June.  If anyone has suggestions to make the yard sale more successful next year or would like to help, please contact me -triciapmccarthy@yahoo.com.  Many thanks to Pat Stout for getting up at dawn to prepare all the balloons.

WHO DO YOU RECOMMEND???   

We're still looking for the next recipient (winner) of the Dunn Loring Woods Edward Day Citizenship Award!  The activities surrounding the Fourth are over so devote a few minutes to write-up why your next door neighbor, activity chairperson, sports coach, church member and/or you name it, is worthy of consideration for the citizenship award.  Need more help?   Check out the criteria at our website: http://dlwca.org.    Please get your recommendations in writing to Bob Federico by August 20, 2006.   The winner will be announced at the next membership meeting in September.   
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:

September 5, 2006

Contact:   Jean Moore:   (703) 560-4650 or

           Kathy Arpa: (703) 205-9041
THE STORM

June 2006 definitely went out with a deluge in the Mid-Atlantic and Northeastern states which, of course includes our own Dunn Loring Woods.  It’s probably safe to say, for the time being anyway, that the drought is over.  Some DLW residents may have experienced water problems or damage and/or tree and shrub damage.  In this regard, beware of fly-by-night contractors and services promising quick repairs to water damaged areas of your homes or removal or trimming of damaged trees, limbs and shrubs.  They seem to come from nowhere in situations like this and promise but more often than not fail to deliver on promises while taking your money. 
If you have water damage or problems in your home or in your yard, work with a licensed and bonded contractor or service with references and check the references before signing anything if you are not familiar with the contractor or service.  A reputable contractor or service will not ask for full payment before the work is done, although some do ask for a good faith deposit, depending on the extent of the job.  Make sure there is a contract or agreement, read it carefully and get any questions satisfactorily answered before signing.  Good reference sources include The Washington Checkbook, Better Business Bureau and friends and others who may have had good or bad experiences with a contractor or service.  Fairfax County can also provide some informational assistance (Call General Information). 

(For further information, see message from Linda Q. Smyth on page 4.)

Remember that tree limbs and shrub trimmings in large amounts may not be picked up as part of the normal trash pickup and require a special pickup.  Leaving such refuse in the street or in the grassy area between the sidewalk and the street but for a  limited time, aside from being unsightly, can be a safety hazard and a violation of County or VDOT regulations.  Here’s to a drier summer (but not too dry!)
THANKS!
A heartfelt “Thank You” to Jan and John Berlin for donating flags to replace those that were taken from the island at Cottage St. & Gallows Rd. over the past Memorial Day weekend.  As in the past, flag displays were placed on each of the three DLW islands and flags were placed on the parking in front of residences throughout the community to commemorate Independence Day, July 4.  It makes for a memorable sight while driving, biking or walking through the neighborhood that day. 
Thanks to Elfie Herlihy for coordinating this most worthwhile effort each year.  

ISLAND CARE

The Dunn Loring Woods Island Maintenance Team would like to say a special thank you to our neighbor, Jim Dunne of the Old Dominion Chrysanthemum Society. Jim donates chrysanthemums for the islands each year and we are so grateful for his generosity. These flowers help give the islands some color in the fall when other flowers are beginning to fade.  
*** Jim’s tip for lovely fall color on your chrysanthemums: Keep them trimmed to about 4-5 inches tall through mid-July, then let them grow at their own pace for the remainder of the summer. This will encourage them to be bushy and to save their blooming for fall.
Thanks to our volunteer gardeners. This spring we had help from Christine Parks, Mike Ryan and three Stenwood students; Cassie Barrett, Sean Ryan, and Alex Ryan. This month we focused on the two beds at Cedar and Gallows. We trimmed bushes, added new perennials and annuals, watered and weeded.  If you are interested in gardening with us, please call or email me.  We are also looking for a volunteer to head up a subcommittee to beautify the Bowling Green Island.   (Linda Ryan 703-204-0244)  
DLWCA Membership Drive for 2007

by Pat Stout, Membership Chair

The members voted at the May General Membership Meeting to increase the DLWCA dues to $15.00 starting with the 2007 membership drive.  Bob Federico will be contacting the Block Captains from last year to see if they are interested in volunteering to serve as a Block Captain again this year.  If you would like to volunteer to help with the Membership Drive you may contact Bob at 703-560-3664.   We will begin our canvassing of the DLW residents at the end of August and continuing through September.   If you have any questions about membership or the drive, you can contact me at 703-573-9293
Community News

"Glenn Burton Dana, age 83, passed away at his home on Bucknell Drive on May 7, 2006.  Glenn was among the few remaining original owners still residing in Dunn Loring Woods.  He is survived by his wife, five children, and eight grandchildren."
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Our Volunteers for the Month of July and August are: Penny & Bob Demo 07/02-7/08); Elfie Herlihy & Joyce Coudriet (07/09-07/15); Linda & Bob Hughes (07/16-07/22); Don & Derka (07/23-07/29); OPEN (07/30-08/05); Frank Gotay        (08/06-08/12);Don & Donna Becker (08/13-8/19); Samantha & Kenton Cath (08/20-08/26); OPEN (08/27-09/02).
THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT.
As you can see, there are a few OPEN weeks that could use your help.  If you haven’t been a volunteer for a while, please call Brian at 703-573-8840.     Please check our Dunn Loring Woods Homepage at www.dlwca.org for current police reports and activity in our area.  
FAIRFAX COUNTY DECALS NO LONGER NEEDED

Thanks to our Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, as of July 1, 2006, Fairfax County residents are no longer required to purchase

and display a $25 vehicle decal on their windshields.    Residents are now allowed to remove the green decals from last year.   
VIENNA HAPPENINGS  

The Saturday Farmers’ Market has moved!   Visit the Vienna Farmers’ Market on Saturdays, 8 a.m. – noon, now at their new location in the Caboose Parking lot (on the corner of Church Street and Dominion Road, NE.)   This year they will have fresh seasonal fruits & veggies, flowers & potted plants, bacon & sausage, dairy, dips & rubs, and kettle corn, plus Master Gardeners on the premises.  To volunteer or for more information about the Market, go to their website at www.viennafarmersmarket.com  or call Karen at 703- 281-1255.   

The free concert at Glyndon Park, featuring the Kingsley Winter Band is scheduled for 6:30 p.m., Friday, July 14.  Bring a chair or blanket to sit on.   Call 703-255-7842 for information.  

The Vienna Community Band will give an outdoor concert at 7 p .m. on Sunday, July 30.   If it rains, the venue will be the Community Center auditorium.  For more information, contact Patricia O’Keefe at 703-281-4077 or visit www.viennaband.org

      

Enjoy a free feature film and refreshments at Merrifield Multiplex, Lee Highway.     “Walk the Line” is playing on July 27 at 10:00 a.m.     If you like Johnny Cash’s music, you will love this movie.    Breakfast (bagels, coffee, etc. begins at 9 a.m.   Info on the August movie was not available at press time.   Call 703-876-1801 for info on the August morning matinee.   

Email Message from Linda Q. Smyth, Providence District Supervisor 

While I'd like to start this email by saying that the worst is over,  unfortunately for some of you, there is much clean-up still ahead.  The purpose of this email is to provide information that will assist with that process and be useful information should another unforeseen event occur.  Please share this information with members of your community, family and friends. 

The main source of information for Fairfax County about services available for residents affected by the most recent severe weather can be found at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/2006.  This provides problem reporting procedures and telephone numbers, information about property damage issues, health and food safety matters, general safety and tips for selecting a contractor.  This site not only contains information related to the current flooding but provides relevant procedures for reporting problems anytime the need may arise. 
Email Message from Linda Q. Smyth, Providence District Supervisor  (cont.)
The Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management offers detailed information on preparedness.  They provide information on how to create evacuation plans and procedures before disaster strikes including a tool for developing these plans and procedures.  They also provide families information for learning about school emergency procedures and assist with how to develop an emergency communication plan.  This information addresses whether to consider evacuating your neighborhood or confining yourself to your home and may be found at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/preparedness.htm. 

 Additionally there is a Community Emergency Alert Network (CEAN) which delivers important emergency alerts, notifications and updates during a major crises or emergency.  This is used in conjunction with other public notification methods, such as cable Channel 16, the Fairfax County Government Web site (www.fairfaxcounty.gov  http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ ), the Fairfax County government Emergency Information Line (703-817-7771, TTY 711) and area media, both radio and television.  Through CEAN, messages are delivered to any e-mail accounts, cell phones, text pagers, satellite phones or wireless PDAs that you register.  When an incident or emergency occurs, the CEAN will be your connection to real-time updates, instructions on where to go, protective actions that need to be taken and other important information.  Please take the time to sign up today at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cean. 

 Also, for your convenience, my office has a full time notary during regular office hours.  There is no charge for this service.  You might want to call ahead to make sure the notary is available should you choose to use this service for those important papers you should have ready in the event of an emergency. 

 Another concern we all seem to have on our minds this summer is the potential for a pandemic flu outbreak.  The county has created a single Web page that includes everything residents and businesses need to know about pandemic flu and the county's response.  It is a single reference point with links to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the World Health Organization and www.pandemicflu.gov <http://www.pandemicflu.gov/, the federal government's official pandemic flu Web site.  This single point of reference is located at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/pandemicflu. 

 After all this wet weather, everyone needs to be cognizant of the potential for mosquito breeding grounds in and around their property. Take a few minutes to walk around the house and yard and try to locate possible mosquito breeding sites.  If you don't know where to look or what to look for, go to the Health Department's West Nile virus site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd/westnile.  You may download the Health Department's "Homeowner's West Nile Virus Checklist" at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd/westnile/wnveliminate.  This checklist, available in seven languages, can guide you to breeding sites you may not have thought of before.  To learn more about mosquito control, visit the Health Department's Disease-Carrying Insect Program Web page at the above referenced site or call 703-246-2300, TTY 703-591-6435. 

 Hopefully this information has given you a step-up in dealing with any clean-up you may be encountering as a result of the recent flooding and also in being prepared for any potential emergency. 

 Please feel free to call my office at 703-560-6946 during the regular working hours of 9:00 - 5:30, Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, or leave us a message anytime and we will be more than happy to assist you in any way we can.  You may also email us directly at Provdist@fairfaxcounty.gov.  Also, please visit our Website at  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/providence. 
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